03/03/2004 15:51 FAX 9083590473 



TARANTINO ARCHITECT 



@ 001/045 



t a r a n t V n o 
f u ir n I t u r e 



FAX TRANSMITTAL 

TO: HAI VO 

USPTO 
671 273 1485 

FROM: SHARON TARANTINO 
908 359 2443 telephone 

DATE: 2 MARCH 2004 
Number 

Of Pages: forty five (45) 



APPL 10,004,021 
Number: EVA Furniture 



As per your request, attached you will find a copy of the Express Mail receipt/ 
confirmation for our Utility Patent Application response to your communication. 
Also, attached is the full application argument. 

Please call me if you require any additional information. 908 359 2443 

Thank you, 

Sharon Tarantino 



908 359 2443 Studio 1 423 main street millstone nj 08844 www.tarantinostudlo.com 



PAGE 1/45 * RCVD AT 3/3/2004 3:42:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * &VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/25 * DNI8:273148S " 0810:9083590473 " DURATION (mm-ss):36-06 



03/03/2004 15:51 FAX 9083590473 



TARANTINO ARCHITECT 



@|002/045 




Track & Confirm 

Shipment Details 

You entered ER22 3606 417U S 

Your item was deliverad at 10:52 am on January 15, 2004 in 
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22313 to PATENT OFFICE The item was signed for 
by M 80ST0N, 

Here is what happened earlier: 

■ ARRIVAL AT UNIT. January 15. 2004. 7:61 am. DULLES. VA 
20102 

■ ACCEPTANCE, January 14. 2004. 12:04 pm. SOMERSET, NJ 
06873 

NotlfleatlMi Options 

^Track & Confirm by email What tt thts? - 

► RequeslProof ofD^Hvery WJwtiiihU? *J^' 



Entdr iabvA number 



e0> 




POSTAL IWS PEC TORS 
. Preserving ihe Trust 



. site map contact us government services 

Copyrlgtit e 1999-2002 USPS. All Rights Reserved. Terms ol Use Pnvncy Policy 




ER HSB 



bOtm? US 




POZIP Cod* 


Owol Delivary 


Rat Roto Eiw«lopa 

m> \ 




fj^Ndcm DsfM ■ 








n«tum Ree«rpt Fee 


j W8l8»rt - - - • 

i llw. \*^02fc 


Inn Atph« Caunlry CodB 


COD Fee 
$ 




1 No DaKVBfy 

• □ Weekend G Holiday 
1 ■■ = 


AcceptanCB Clark Initials 


Total Postag© (fc fwa ^. 



EXPRESS 

mm. 

UNITFO Snt^ POSTAL SERVICE^ 



DELIVERY ^POSTAL USE ONLY) 



Customer Copy 

Ubal1t-B September 2002 



Post OfficeTo Addressee 




TO: tP LEASE PBINTI 



's 



FOR PICKUP OR TRACKING CALL 1-800-222-1811 

www.usps.com ■-"^g^g " , ■ 



PRESS mm: You am making 3 copies. 



PAGE 2/45 • RCVD AT 3/3/2004 3:42:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/25 • DNIS:27314SS * CSID:9083590473 * DURATION (mm-ss): 30-06 



03/03/2004 15:52 FAX 9083590473 



TARANTINO ARCHITECT 



@003/045 



PTO/5B/Q5(03^1> 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0e51-0032 
U.& Patent and Tradonrwik OfAce: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UfKtefthePapefvw4l<Rftductkx>Acto<1995,nopec8Q0sar»re^^ 



UnUTY 
PATENT APPLICATION 
TRANSMITTAL 

V (Onfyf(yrnewn<>nprovisk)nedm>plk!atkxt 



Attorney Docket No, 



First Inventor 



me 



Lawrence J. Tarantino 



E.V.A. FURNITURE 



Express Mail Lat)el No. 



See 



MPEPchdptei 



APPUCATION ELEMENTS 

ir 600 concemfng utlfty patent applicaUon contend 



ADDRESS TO: 



Assistant ComRrissfonerfor Patenta 
Box Patent Appfication 
Vfeshlngton/tx: 20231 



I.E 
2.IZ1 
3.0 



Fee TraiwmHta! Fonn (ft.g,, PTO/SB/17) 

(Submit M9rtg^0lda tkptioakjbt/^ fittictxtk^ 

Applicant dalms amaH entl^ status. 

See 37 CFR 1.27. 

SpeoKicatJon [Tote! Pages 

" Descriptive ttte of the invention 

- Cross Refarsnce to Related Applications 

- Statement Regarding Fed sponsored R&D 
* Refsrenoe to sequence Hsting, a table. 

or a computer program listing appends 

- Bactcground of the Invention 

- Brief Summary of the Invention 

- Brief Description of the Drawings (tf /KIM) 

- Detailed Deacrlptton 

- ClamrKs) 

- Abstract of the Disclosure 



7. 1 I CD-RC»^ or CD-R In duplicate, large table or 

Computer Program {Appendix) 
8. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
{If eppH cable, aii neoessaf^^ 

a. I I Computer Readable Fomi(CRF) 

b. Spedfieafion Sequence Listing on: 

I. □ CD4%OMQrCD-R(2copies);Qr 

llD P^ 

c. t. ] Statements verifying Identity of above copiea 



4. [7] Dravnng{6) (35 aS^C. 113) 

5. Oatti or Dedaratlon 
a. B 



I Totaf Sheets 
[Totaf Pages [ 



Newly executed (original or copy} 

□ Copy finom a p<lor appDcation (37 CFR i .63 (d)) 
(toroonUnaatkiMniiion^wnhBox IBoorr^toted) 

DELETION OF INVENTORf S> 
Signed statement attached dei^ lnventor(s) 
named ki the prior appficaUon, see 37 CFR 
1.e3(d)C2} and 1.33(b). 



6. 



□ 



Appficatlon Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1 76 



ACCOMPANYING APPUCATION PARTS 

9.1 I Assignment Papers (cover sheet & document(a)) 
10 I — I 37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement I — | Power of 

— (ivften there is en assignee) L-J Attorney 
^ 1 • EH English Trsnsfation Document (if applicable) 
1 — I Infonnation Disclosure I ] Copies of IDS 

13. □ 
t4.D 



Statement (1DSVPTO-1449 
Preliminaiy Amendment 



I Citations 



Retum Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be 8pacHioafy»BmizB(9 

IB I I Noi^blication Request under 35 U.S.C. 122 
— ' (bKZXBKI). Applicant must attach tomnPTO/SBOS 
or its equivalent 

nfyl Otiier AFFIDAVIT UNEXPECTED COMMERCIAL 
LXJ • SUCCESS 



1 8. If a CONTINUtNG APPLICATIOH . check appropriate box, mtd suppfy the /equvafle infonnation betow and si a pnBmkmfy amendment, 
or in an Af^ScaHon Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1 7$: ... q^-i 

HAIVO Gmufi Art Unit 1771 



For CONTINUATION OR DIVISIONAL APPS on»y; Tb« •ntfra dlsctoture of tha prior applicstlon, finom which an oath or dKlaretlon Is supptlad undsr 
Box 5I>, H co<ttkl*r»d • pirt of tha diackwif rv of th« accompanying continuation or dlvtskmal application and la h«f9by incorporatad by rafaranca. 
Tha Incorpofatfon can onW be rattad upon wh*n a pof1k>n haa baao Irwavartandy cmmad from tha submHtad app^k:ation part*. 

19, CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



I ] Customer Numb9rorB4rCod9LMi)^ 



□ 



Comspondenco ttdc!r9$$ befow 



Name 



LAWRENCE J. TARANTINO 



AddrB5S 



1423 MAIN STREET 



City 



MILLSTONE 



State (sjj 



Zip (Me 



08844 



Country 



USA 



Telephone 908-359-2443 



Fax 



Name (Piint/Type) 



LAWREN(^E_JjrARANTINO 



Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) 



Signature 



s MUmated to take 0.2 houFito complete: Time will var 



Date 



It Jon d 4 



Burden Hour Statement This form Is wUmked to take O.ZhoiA to vaiy depending upon ttw needs of the indfvWuai case. Any comments on 

1h© amount of time you are foqulrad to complete thte fonn ahouW be sent to the C*iW InformaSon Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademartc Otfice, Waahington. OC 

20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner fbr Patents. Box Patent Applcatlon. 
V^at^lngton. DC 20231. 



PAGE a/4S " RCVD AT 3/3/2004 3:42:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF.1/25 * DN1S:273148S * CSID:d0835g0473 * DURATION (mm-ss): 36-06 



05/03/2004 15:53 FAX 9083590473 



TARANTINO ARCHITECT 



H) 



TITLE: E.V.A. FURNITUKE 

Inventors: Lawrence J. Tarantino, AlA 
Sharon A. Taraatino 
Millstone, NJ 

BACKGROTJND OF THE INVENTION 

This application is a Continuation in Part of Application No. 10/004,021 filed 11/02/2001, 
The present invention relates generally to modular furniture and, more particularly, to new and 
improved modular furniture designs using ethylene vinyl acetate as the material for the 
construction of furniture. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Traditionally, furniture designs have utilized wood, metal or a foam core to provide 
stability and structure for the furniture forni. The furniture frames are typically covered with 
foam padding and then fabric upholstery is stretched over the padding. The inventors are 
unaware of any furniture where the foam is the structure, as well as, the exposed final finish. 
Additionally, other furniture designs with laminated materials do not offer both structural 
capabilities and at the same time a soft resilient seating surface. 

The following patents are pertinent to this invention: US-5,240,528, Pagni, Larry P.; US- 
4,822,661, Battaglia,Gino;andUS-4,666,947, Brichtaetal. Brichta teaches furniture formed 
firom slabs of EVA foam having a density of 38 kg/m3. Pagni teaches a fiimiture piece 10 
consisting of a plurality of stone tile members that are adhesively butt-joining to form planar 
panel members (figures 1 and 3, column 3, lines 50-65). Pagni also teaches the large structural 
rigidity of a plurality of smaller tiles and being cut to the requisite size to form the different 
surfaces of the furniture object which is desired of the furniture piece (column 4, lines 14-20), 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Pagni teaches the panel being cut to the specific size to form the dififerent surfaces of the 
furniture object which is desired and the surfaces being grinded to a smooth finish (column 3, 
lines 60-65, column 4, lines 13*14). Battaglia, teaches that panels are cut to specific size by 
band saw. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The proposed fiimiture in accordance with the invention can be produced in a wide 
yedoty of forms using ethylene vinyl acetate, herein referred to as E. V.A, and other suitable 
polymer materials having similar properties. 

E. V.A. is a closed-cell, dense resiUent foam that is unique in the field of present fiimiture 
design applications. It is commonly used in the production of mouse pads, shoes, aiitomotive 
parts, athletic equipment padding and mats, as well as children's two-dimensional toys. 
However, it has not been found that E. V. A. has been used in the construction of fimiiture design. 
The development of the fiimiture design potential began with the understanding that the unique 
physical properties of E.V.A. are structurally capable of supporting human weight and thereby, 
providing a usefiil piece of fimiiture. Because of the material's soft characteristic, the design 
shape may have square, rectangular, sharp edges without ftie usual comfort and safety concerns 
in chairs of other typical materials, i.e. wood, metal or plastic. Additionally^ E.V.A. is safe, 
durable, washable, non-toxic, non-flammable, and can be protected from ultmviolet sunrays. 

E. VA. can be produced in unlimited colors and does not require covering or additional 
coating or finishing. Other foam chairs presenting available have a plastic coating and/or fabric 
covering. These unique physical properties of the E.V.A. material provide opportunities in 

2 

PAGE 5/45 • RCVD AT 3/3^004 3:42:30 PM lEastem Standard Time] • 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/25 • DNIS:2731485 * CSID:9083590473 • DURATION (mm-ss): 38-06 



05/03/2004 15:54 FAX 9083590473 



TARANTINO ARCHITECT 



@|006/045 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

funiiture design for children, as well as adults. The furniture fabiication process begins with 
manufacturing the E.V. A. raw material in various densities that are identified by the 
manufacturing indxistry in weight. The inventors have determined that the prefeued density for 
the production of chairs is 40 kg/cubic meter because it provides adequate strength to support 
weight and durability. However, a range of 24 - 128 kg/cubic meter in densities may be utilized. 
EVA. is manufactured in a thickness of approximately 120 mm and is referred to in the industry 
as a bua The inventors have developed a fonnula that relates the thickness of E. V,A. sheets and 
proportion of the fumilure to the user, i.a .size and weight of the person. The thicknesses of die 
E. V.A. sheet ==1 unit and 3 units =1 module. These units and modules can increase or decrease 
depending upon the size chair desired In the case of a child's dhair, the imit size (E. V. A. sheet 
thickness) would be approximately 30mm and an adult full-scale chair would be 40 nrni. 

Once the exact thickness of the E.V.A. has been determined, the bxm is trimmed into 
sheets and then the shapes are die-cut into a nested pattern. The nested pattern provides a cost 
effective method of fabrication \vith minimal material waste. The die-cut E. V.A. pieces are then 
laminated together with adhesive and then ground to a smooth finish. 

Because the design is based upon a modular formula the chairs can be easily stacked in 
various configurations. Also, because the E. V A. has a smooth suede-like finish it provides 
friction that keeps the stacking chairs in place. The interlocking stacking options are particularly 
useful for a child's chair where up to eight (8) chairs can be safely stacked on top of each other. 
Also, the child's chair is light enough (approximately 3 lbs.) so that a child can carry it while not 
damaging anything or anyone it his or her path. 
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